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As the policy committee cutoff has come and gone this week, our attention now turns to the fiscal
committees. They have a week to hear and vote on bills with a fiscal impact, with a 2/24 cutoff
deadline. Of course, the caveat is that bills deemed "necessary to implement the budget” or "NTIB"
remain alive throughout the legislative session. The house of origin cutoff (House bills out of the
House; Senate bills out of the Senate) is Wednesday, March 8th. Bills that make it through the house
of origin cutoff then move to the opposite chamber and begin the process over in that chamber.

A note on the years of service bills...the House version has been heard in the Appropriations
Committee; we are pressing for the bill to be voted out this week, but it is a bill that is considered
NTIB. The Senate version passed out of the policy committee and was referred to the Ways & Means
Committee. It hasn't been scheduled for a hearing yet, but Sen. Warnick (our prime sponsor) has
requested a hearing. Sen. Warnick also sits on the Ways & Means Committee, so that is helpful for
us.

A third education reform plan, SB 5825, has emerged this week, this time from the Senate
Democrats. It is meant to be a "middle ground" between the Senate Republicans' plan and the House
Democrats' plan.

o Instead of other plans that would reduce local property-tax levies and then find other state
revenue to fund education, the Senate Democrats' plan would make the current local tax levies
permanent.

o Levy dollars from each district would go to the state, which then would send the money to the
district.

e Then, the state would add about $750 million every two years to help those school districts
that have a lower property tax base. Local school districts would still be allowed to keep
raising some money through local property-tax levies for extra programs or needs that aren't
considered basic education.

e This plan has a minimum teacher entry salary of $45,000. It also creates a per student
minimum funding calculation of $11,500 per child.
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